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responsible to nobody, we have no constituency to appeal to.
Again, we are reminded that unless we agree among ourselves
on the communal issue no progress is possible. In the very
nature of the things, therefore, each pulls it a different way and
to exact the utmost he can. Again while the Delegates are called
upon to present an agreed communal solution, they are not told
what they would get if they agree and so the incentive that
could have made agreement beforehand possible is killed at the
very start, rendering agreement very nearly impossible. Let the
Government declare that they are going to withdraw from
India whether Indians agreed or not and you will see that we
shall then soon agree The fact of the matter is that no one feels
that he is going to get real live liberty. What is offered is simply
a share in the power of the bureaucracy to exploit India and
this sets up an apple of discord in our midst. Further, the Govern-
ment having made constitution-making dependent upon the solu-
tion of the communal question, every party is tempted to pitch its
demand as high as possible. If the Government at all meant
business, it would unhesitatingly accept my suggestion, viz., to
appoint a judicial tribunal to decide the communal question at
issue. If this is done, there is every possibility of an agreed solu-
tion being reached without the intervention of the judicial tribunal.

In reply to a further question asking what would happen in India
dunng the transition period if the British Government abdicated its function,
Gandhiji said

Alien rule is like foreign matter in an organic body.
Remove the poison and the body will at once start recuperating.
It is preposterous to suggest that the British Government would be
abdicating its function if it withdraws from India The only function
that it is fulfilling today is of exploiting India. Let Britain cease
to exploit India and India will immediately revive economically.

Q, Have the people of India themselves come to an agreement on
fundamentals ^

The Congress has come with an agreed scheme of communal
settlement, but it is not accepted. Here at the Conference the Con-
gress is only one of the many parties that are said to be represent-
ed here. The organic fact, however, is that it is the only represen-
tative body speaking for the vast masses in India It is the one
life, organic and independent organization that has been func-
tioning for close upon fifty years. It is the only organization that
has stood the test of untold suffering. It is the Congress which
arrived at a Settlement with the Government, and say what you